Rory Chesser victories at National Finals in Santry.

The Athletics Association of Ireland National Track and Field Championships were held over two day in Santry Stadium and a host of Irish stars were taking part before jetting of to the Olympic Games and another Clare athlete has made the big step up to International competition Rory Chesser Ennis Track better known as a cross country athlete was taking part in the 3000 metres steeplechase and over the past number of weeks he has competed for Ireland in the European Cup and right from the start he went out like a scalded cat and produced a (64secs) first lap and he had all the big names in single file including former Champion Pat Davoren Phoenix AC with Clare connections in Carron, Brian Farrell Sli Chulainn, Mark Kirwan Raheny and of the seven laps Rory Chesser lead all the way until the final 100metres when Brian Farrell came right back at him and down the home straight both shoulder to shoulder and the Clareman had to produce strength and determination to snatch this title on the line and win his first senior medal in (9mins . 04 . 81secs).

A number Clare athletes were taking part in various events Liam Markham Ennis Track still only sixteen running in the mens 3000metres finished 9th in (9mins . 13 . 81secs) with Sean Hehir from O’ Callaghan Mills running for Rathfarnham A. C. in the 5000metres finished 10th in (15mins . 04 . 54secs) the title going to Mark Christee Mullingar Harriers in (14mins . 41 . 03secs).

Eileen O’Keeffe Kilkenny City Harriers will compete in the Olympic Games in the Hammer after some fine throws her opener (70 . 14metres) and produced world class throws over six rounds to claim another national title in (72 . 75metres) but spare ataught for East Clare athlete Rachel Akres Marian A. C. who is a fine thrower and she captured the silver medal with a throw of (54 . 80metres) .

Results:

Ladies.

Hammer.

1. Eileen O’Keeffe Kilkenny City Harriers (72 . 75m)

2. Rachel Akres Marian (54 . 80m)

3. Aoifa Hickey Kilkenny City Harriers (50. 39m)

Senior Men.

3000 Steeplechase.

1. Rory Chesser Ennis Track (9mins . 04 . 81secs)

2. Brian Farrell Sli Chulainn (9mins . 04 . 88secs)

3. Mark Kirwin Raheny (9mins . 12 . 04secs)

5000m.

1. Mark Christie Mullingar Harriers (14mins . 41 . 03secs)

10. Sean Hehir Rathfarnham (15mins . 04 . 54secs)

Junior Men 3000m.

9. Liam Markham Ennis Track (9mins . 13 . 81secs)
