Michael Clancy takes national title in Dungarvan

The Athletics Association of Ireland National Novice Cross Country Championships plus the juvenile Uneven ages from U/11  to U/19’s were held at St Augustinian College Dungarvan on a beautiful afternoon and perfect cross country course for fast running and Clare athletes produced outstanding performances with the big winner Michael Clancy St Johns in boys U/11’s when snatching this title on the line and leading Munster to All-Ireland glory in the Inter Provincial.

Another great day for West Clare when St Johns girls U/11 captured the Inter Club Awards with (141pts) beating a well fancied Dundrum South Dublin on (191pts) with Clare taking bronze medals.

Shauna Harvey St Johns and Niamh Markham St Marys who finished 11th and 12th in the girls U/13’s lead Clare to a might Team Victory with (169pts) Dublin on (170pts) and Donegal on (212pts).

The National Novice Clare and Ennis Track men’s teams captured the gold medals and they were lead home by Rory Chesser Ennis Track who came home in 4th position.

The Novice Ladies Patricia O’Brien Ennis Track finished 14th with Ennis Track and Clare taking bronze medals in the Club and County Awards.

The first race of the day was the girls U/11 800metres and Clare were well represented with St Johns taking part in the Club section and with over 200competitors Elaine Greene St Johns worked hard through this big field to cross the finishing line in 15th place and once again another big race from Cliodhna Blake St Johns in 17th with the Clare team packing well and Laura Chesser Ennis Track 29th with Shona Enright Ennis Track running a very big race in 31st place and another St Johns athletes Rachel Clancy 43rd and the six scoring athlete Aine Rouine Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 56th and Clare taking the bronze medals on (141pts) gold going to Dublin on (177pts) with Tipperary on (189pts) and what a great day for Clare with St Johns taking their first ever National Inter Club title with Rose Marrinan 66th for a total of (141pts) second Dundrum South Dublin on (199pts).

 The Inter Region Munster taking the gold medals with 17th Cliodhna Blake and she was the sixth scoring athlete on the Munster team.

The second race of the day was the boys U/11’s 800metres and Clare were very well represented with Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare contesting the Inter Club award and this being one of the biggest field of competitors in Dungarvan Michael Clancy St Johns and Pearse Lillis Kilmihil were running in the top twelve after 400metres and James Power Thomastown made a big break with 200metres from the finish and Michael Clancy made a move from the pack and had the leader in sight and with the finish line in sight the Kilkenny man was celebrating only to be pipped one metre from the line by this gutsy Clare athlete Micheal Clancy and this was a some victory to Lead Munster to National Honours with Pearse Lillis 13th and the 5th scoring athlete on the Munster team and no joy for Clare finishing 5th .

The girls U/13 1000metres last years title holder and well known athlete Elizabeth Carr , Daughter of Tommy Carr former Dublin Footballer was beating on the run to the line by Siofra Cleirigh-Buttner of Dundrum South Dublin and working hard Shauna Harvey St Johns came through this big field to finish 11th with a marvellous performance from Niamh Markham St Marys to finish in the top 12 and the Clare Team packed well with 20th Laura Egan Kilmihil 29th Karla O’Reilly Ennis Track 31st Jean Clancy St Johns and 66th Niamh Clancy St Johns with Clare taking the Gold Medals on (169pts) after a mighty contest with Dublin on (170pts) and third Donegal on (212pts).

The Boys U/13’s 1200 metres our big medal hopes here was Tadgh Lillis Kilmihil and again a massive field of 140 athletes went to the start and a group of twelve athletes made a massive drive to the front and in that early group The Kilmihil man was right up there and after 500metres this Clare man was producing on mighty performance with Cian O’Brien Marian in the top twenty and Shane Fitzsimons Mullingar Harriers once again gave a masterful display of front running to win in style and the hard working Tadgh Lillis produced great strength and pace to finish 16th with Cian O’Brien Marian having a might race to finish 21st with David Conroy St Cronans 23rd followed by Michael Linnane 25th Ian Slobody Kilmihil 26th and the sixth Clare athlete Conor Madigan St Johns 40th and Clare taking the bronze medals on (151pts) gold going to Mayo on (101pts) 

The Inter Region third were Munster Tadgh Lillis, David Conroy, and Michael Linnane all scoring on the Munster Team.

The girls U/17’s Clare were represented by Clare and St Cronans and Louise Woods St Cronans always gives it a 100percent when finishing 19th and was the sixth scoring member of the Munster team that captured the bronze medals and in the boys U/17’s Cathal O’Connor Dooneen and Clare finished 28th and was the 5th member on the Munster team that captured bronze medals.

The girls U/19’s Claire Madigan St Johns is having one mighty Cross Country season and after another big battle she came home in 8th position and was a scoring member of the Munster team that captured the gold medals.

The National Novice ladies run over a distance of 3000metres Clare and the County Champions Ennis Track were on the starting line after one big lap Patricia O’Brien and Marie Carey were in the top twenty with Marian Burke St Marys, Deirdre Daly and Deirdre Troy both Ennis Track working their way towards the leaders as the race went into its final lap and Patricia O’Brien came storming home over the fast ground to finish 14th with Marie Carey producing a big sprint to finish one place further back 15th with Marian Burke St Marys again producing the goods finishing 20th with Deirdre Troy Ennis track 22nd and Clare taking bronze medals with a total of (71pts) gold going to Dublin on (45pts) and silver to Waterford on (61pts).

Clonliffe Harriers taking the Inter Club award on (73pts) a close second Tullamore Harriers on (83pts) and Ennis Track with Deirdre Daly 31st on (82pts).

The final race of  the day the Novice men’s 6000metres and 170 athletes went to the start and two Clare athletes took on this big field Rory Chesser Ennis Track and Sean Hehir O’ C. Mills and running with Rathfarnham A. C. in Dublin  and over the first of the three lap course Brian Farrell Sli Chulainn Wicklow was covering move along with Cillian O’ Leary Raheny and the Clare Team were all running well with Brian Markham Ennis Track 20th and a few placings further back were three more Ennis Track Club athletes Thomas Scanlon, Brian Mc Ginley, Michael Maher along with Brian Murphy Marian.

The final two laps the lead changed on several occasions and with 800metres from home Brian Farrell made a decisive break to snatch this title from Cillian O’Leary with Patrick Brennan North Sligo outsprinting the early leader Rory Chesser on the way to the line and he had to settle for 4th place with Sean Hehir having a very solid run in 12th spot and Brian Markham always working hard held on to take 20th place with Thomas Scanlon 26th Brian Mc Ginley 31st and Michael Maher 35th and a big Clare victory when taking the Gold Medals on (128pts) from Wexford on (176pts) and third Waterford on (196pts).

The Clare County Cross Country Champions Ennis Track notched up another great Team Title when taking National Gold on (81pts) second West Waterford on (96pts) and third Sli Chulainn also on (96pts).

Results.

Girls U/11.

15. Elaine Greene St Johns

17.         Cliodhna Blake St Johns

29. Laura Chesser Ennis Track

31.         Shona Enright Ennis Track

43. Rachel Clancy St Johns

56.          Aine Rouine Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

County.

1. Dublin = 177pts

2. Tipperary = 189pts.

3. Clare (15. 17. 29. 31. 43. 56) = 191pts.

Inter Club.

1. St Johns (15. Elaine Greene, 17. Cliodhna Blake, 43. Rachel Clancy,  66. Rose Marrinan) = 141pts

2. Dundrum South Dublin = 199pts.

3. Templeogue Dublin = 221pts.

U/13's.

11. Shauna Harvey St Johns

12. Niamh Markham St Marys

20. Laura Egan Kilmihil

29. Karla O'Reilly Ennis Track

31.
        Jean Clancy St Johns

66. Niamh Clancy St Johns

Inter County.

1. Clare  (11. 12. 20. 29. 31. 56) = 169pts.

2. Dublin = 170pts.

3. Donegal = 212pts.

Inter Club.

1. Mullingar Harriers = 98pts.

2. Athenry = 125pts.

3. Swinford = 140pts

4. St Johns = (11. 31. 66. 92) = 200pts.

U/17.

19.
Louise Woods St Cronans

U/19's.

8.
Claire Madigan St Johns  

Novice Ladies (3000m).

1. Rebecca Woods Clonliffe Harriers

2. Orla Ni Mhuircheartaigh Galway

3. Pauline Lambe Tullamore Harriers

14.
       Patricia O’Brien Ennis Track

15. Marie Carey Ennis track

20. Marian Burke St Marys

21. Deirdre Troy Ennis Track

31.
       Deirdre Daly Ennis Track

Inter County.

1. Dublin = 45pts.

2. Waterford = 61pts.

3. Clare (14. 15. 20. 22) = 71pts.

Inter Club.

1. Clonliffe Harriers = 73pts.

2. Tullamore Harriers = 81pts.

3. Ennis Track (14. 15. 22. 31) = 82pts.

Boys 

U/11.

1. Michael Clancy St Johns

13.
        Pearse Lillis Kilmihil

U/13's.

16. Tadgh Lillis Kilmihil

21. Cian O’Brien Marian

23.
        David Conroy St Cronans

25. Michael Linnane St Marys

26. Ian Slobody Kilmihil

40. Conor Madigan St Johns

Teams.

1. Mayo = 101pts.

2. Dublin = 132pts.

3. Clare (16. 21. 23. 25. 25. 40) = 151pts.

U/17.

28.
Cathal O’Connor Dooneen and Clare

Novice Men (6000m).

1. Brian Farrell Sli Chulainn 

2. Cillian O’Leary Raheny

3. Patrick Brennan North Sligo

4. Rory Chesser Ennis Track

12.
       Sean Hehir Clare

20. Brian Markham Ennis Track

27. Thomas Scanlon Ennis Track

31.
        Brian Mc Ginley Ennis Track

35. Michael Maher  Ennis track

39. Brian Murphy Marian

78. Patrick Enright Clare

81. David Quinn Ennis track

113. Micheal Keane Ennis Track

122. Danny Folan Ennis Track

Inter County.

1. Clare (4. 12. 20. 26. 31. 35) = 128pts.

2. Wexford = 176pts.

3. Waterford = 196pts.

Inter Club.

1. Ennis Track (4. 20. 26. 31) = 81pts.

2. West Waterford = 96pts.

3. Sli Chulainn = 96pts.

Fixtures.

December 2007.

26th
Ennis Track Club Annual 4 mile Turket Trot at Ballyea Community Centre all in Aid

 of the Tony Griffin Foundation starting at 1. 00pm.

26th
Ennis U. D. C. in Conjunction with Marian A.C. around the streets of Ennis Turkey Trot in aid of RNLI starting at Waterpark House Drumbiggle at 12 . 00pm.
26th
Farranfore Maine Valley 4 mile road race at Farranfore Co Kerry starting at 12noon
26th 
Fields of Athenry 10k road race at Athenry Co. Galway starting at 11 . 00am 

26th
The Dick Copithorne Memorial Belgooley 4 mile road race at 12noon

29th 
The Burren Charity Challenge in aid of Cancercare West and the Tallagh Breast Unit  organised by the Burren Cycling Club and Kilnaboy Athletic Club at Cassidy’s Pub 

in Carron starting at 1 . 00pm , Walk or Run 10km, or Cycle 40km.

