Gerry Ryan and Veronica Colleran retain titles in Clare People 10k.

The second Annual Clare 10k Mini Marathon and sponsored by the Clare People Newspaper was staged around the streets of Ennis on Saturday last which started and finished in the Lees Road Complex with Walkers, Fun Runners, Joggers, Meet and Train Groups, and athletes with a record entry of 1300 competitors taking to the streets of Ennis in humid and windy weather conditions two charities will benefit from this race the Clare Haven and Clare Youth Services.

This is going to be one of the biggest race meeting ever staged in County Clare a record entry on the starting line with Starter Tracy Guilfoyle Kilnaboy the winner of the Cork City Marathon 

Mingled with all the stars from all over Ireland and also with World Marathon Champion Steve Jones from Wales now classes himself as a fun runner with Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers making his early break after the 3k mark and retained his title in fine style with a time of (30mins . 25secs) with Jason Fahy Olympic Harriers a very good second in (31 :56) and third was the Clare Road Champion James Mc Intyre Tulla (32 : 55).

The senior ladies with last years title always in control Veronica Colleran Ennis Track recorded a very easy victory with a very good time of (37mins . 42secs)  a fine second was Ann Marie Costello Ardfert Co Kerry (40 . 38) and third going to Marian Burke St Marys (41 . 10secs).
The Masters men O/35’s title went to Christy Power Monaleen in (40mins . 22secs) with Tom Geraghty Marian second and Mark Rafferty Quin third.

Pat Hogan Ennis Track winning the Masters Mens O/40 in a very good time (36mins . 22secs) with Clare Hurling Referee  Ambrose Heagney Kilnaboy a very good second in (36mins . 39secs) with Tim Murphy Brideholm third.

The Masters O/45 title James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare was a very convincing winner in (36mins . 11secs) from Ger Meehan Tulla and David Clancy Miltown Malbay.

Eugene Moynihan Marian a master on the roads taking the O/50’s title in (35mins . 51secs) with his great rival Frank Garrihy Ennis Track second in (36mins . 33secs) and third Michael Harvey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare in (38mins . 36secs).

The O/60’s title once again Pat Rutherford Ennis Track Club retains his title from Pat Doran Country Club Limerick.

The Junior Mens was a classic between three of the finest athletes in Clare with David Quinn Ennis Track taking the title in (35mins . 14secs) from last years title holder Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (35mins . 44secs) and third Michael Maher Ennis Track (36mins . 31secs).

Fiona Kinsella Feakle taking the Masters Ladies O/35 in (45mins . 12secs) with Hilda O’Connor Ennis Track second in (46mins . 30secs) and third Sarah Mulcahy Ennis.

The Masters O/40title Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare who finished fourth overall crossed the finishing line in (41mins . 59secs) second Michelle O’Halloran Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (43mins . 18secs) with Evelyn Hanrahan Dooneen third.

The Masters Ladies O/45 title went to Maura Falsey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare who finished well ahead of Marie Reilly Loughrea and Pearl Mc Mahon St Marys.

Their was one Wheelchair Athlete and that was Gerry Ford from Blarney in Co Cork and he completed the course in (51mins . 00secs).

The overcast weather conditions and over 1300competitors in Lees Road Tracy Guilfoyle winner of the Cork City Marathon started the race and as they made their way out along lees road two athletes were setting the pace and going through the 1k mark in (2mins . 53secs) athletes from all parts of Ireland, Dublin, Cork, Tipperary, Galway, Limerick, Laois, Great Britain, U. S. A. and all Clare Clubs and many family members enjoying the 10k scenic route Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers was taking the field along at a very good pace with Jason Fahy Olympic Harriers right on his shoulder these two went through 2k mark in (5mins . 45secs) with James Mc Intyre Tulla, leading the chasing group that included Brian Murphy Marian, James Liddane Tulla and Gerard Daly Liffey Valley.

The 3k mark at the Maid of Erin Gerry Ryan increased the pressure at the front and began to open up a twenty metre lead on Jason Fahy and going through the streets of Ennis and on out the Gort Road the leader went through the (5k mark) in (14 : 41) and he was well on his way to victory and he covered the final (5k) in (15mins . 44secs) to retain his title in (30mins . 25secs) with Jason Fahy a fine second in (31mins . 56secs) and James Mc Intyre Tulla always settling for third spot.

The Ladies race was a dominated from start to finish by last years title holder Veronica Colleran Ennis Track Club as she set a blistering pace from the start with a great contest down the field between , Marian Burke St Marys, Ann Marie Costello Ardfert, Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare, Loretta Duggan St Marys and former Marian athlete Ciara Hassett now running with Rathfarnham A.C. Dublin.

At the half way stage Veronica Colleran was well clear of the rest of the field and with the slight head wind she slowed slightly on the Drumcliff Road and as she entered the main gate at lees road the big crowd cheered her on and she crossed the finishing line in (37mins . 42secs) to take her second Clare People title with Ann Marie Costello making a late burst on the final (1k) to take second place in (40mins . 38secs) and Marian Burke producing a mighty last mile to finish third in (41mins . 10secs) with Sue Garrahy fourth.

Results.

Senior ladies.

1. Veronica Colleran Ennis Track (37 : 42)

2. Ann Marie Costello Ardfert (40 : 38)

3. Marian Burke St Marys (41 : 10)

4. Loreta Duggan St Marys (42 : 47)

5. Ciara Hassett Rathfarnham A. C. (43 : 29)

6. Marie Carey Ennis Track (44 : 24)

7. Margaret Ryan Kilnaboy (44 : 31)

8. Ann Marie Brooks Ennis (44 : 21)

9. Labi Hati Ennis (45 : 39)

Masters Ladies O/35.

1. Fiona Kinsella Feakle (45 : 12)

2. Hilda O’Connor Ennis Track (46 : 30)

3. Sarah Mulcahy Ennis Road.

O/40.

1. Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (41 : 59)

2. Michelle O’Mahoney Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (43 : 18)

3. Evelyn Hanrahan Dooneen

O/45.

1.       Maura Falsey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (46 : 11)

2.       Marie Reilly Loughrea (50 04)

3.       Pearl Mc Mahon St Marys (58 : 03)

O/60.

1. Carmel Ui Cheallaigh Ennis

Senior Men.

1. Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers (30 : 25)

2. Jason Fahy Olympic Harriers (31 : 56)

3. James Mc Intyre Tulla (32 : 55)

4. Brian Murphy Marian (33 : 22)

5. James Liddane Tulla (34 : 01)

6. Gerard Daly Liffey Valley (34 : 50)

7. Martin Grealish Ennis Track (36 : 50)

8. Tony Scanlon Riverbank  (37 : 20)

9. Finabr Murphy West Limerick ((37 : 28)

10. Brian Duffy Castlegar (38 : 45)

Masters Men O/35.

1. Christy Power Monaleen (40 : 22)

2. Tom Geraghty Marian (41 : 47)

3. Mark Rafferty Quin (41 : 48)

O/40.

1. Pat Hogan Ennis Track (36 : 22)

2. Ambrose Heagney Kilnaboy (36 : 39)

3. Tim Murphy Brideholm

O/45.

1. James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (£6 : 11)

2. Ger Meehan Tulla (42 : 12)

3. David Clancy Miltown Malbay (42 : 41)

O/50.

1. Eugene Moynihan Marian (35 : 51)

2. Frank Garrihy Ennis Track (36 : 33)

3. Michael Harvey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (38 : 36)

O/60.

1. Pat Rutherford Ennis Track (48 : 53)

2. Pat Doran Country Club Limerick (49 : 15)

Junior Men.

1. David Quinn Ennis Track (35 : 14)

2. Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (35 : 44)

3. Michael Maher Ennis Track (36 : 31)

Wheelchair.

1. Gerry Ford Blarney (51 : 00)

