Superb performance by Seamus Power in Galway 8k Road Race.

The Streets of Galway 8k Road Race organised by Galway City Harriers attracted a massive entry of  1700 athletes and many Clare athletes were among the award winners with Seamus Power Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare coming back into full flight and producing a masterful display of front running in a very high class field to capture the Streets of Galway 8k Road Race for the third time, first back in 1999, and 2004 with a time of (23mins . 47secs) with another Irish International Cian O’Loughlin Clonliffe Harriers second and two Raheny Shamrocks athletes third and fourth Mark Kirwin and Richard Yeates.

Eugene Moynihan, Marian A.C. who is having and outstanding season and always performs very well in Galway once again running a very fast time and captured the masters men O/45 title in (27mins . 00secs) from Sean Doyle Rathfarnham A.C. in Dublin and Ronald Naylor Mayo.

The senior ladies title went to Rosemary Ryan Bilboa A.C. in Limerick in (26mins . 57secs) from the 2003 Champion Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers in (27mins . 37secs) and another fine race by Eimear Martin Sportsworld  third in (28mins . 45secs).

The Junior mens Ennis Track were well represented with Rory Chesser running in a very competitive race finishing 14th overall in (26mins . 50secs) and he had just two seconds to spare over Jason Broderick Loughrea with Brian McGinley Ennis Track third in (28mins . 31secs) and coming back in form is David Quinn also from Ennis Track finishing 5th in (28mins . 37secs).

1700 athletes from all over Ireland converged in South Park the Claddagh Galway and many Clare athletes performed at the highest level with Seamus Power Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare leading out a class field of athletes over the first mile with Richard Yeates Raheny Shamrocks Dublin who is based in Providence College in America was right on his shoulder and as they faced into a nice stiff head wind five more athletes were right on their heels Cian O’Loughlin Clonliffe Harriers, Mark Kirwin Raheny Shamrocks, Brian Maher Kilkenny City Harriers, and the favourite from the host Club Garry Thornton Galway City Harriers, this group made their way towards Eyre Square and more Clare athletes were settling in well Rory Chesser Ennis Track along with Eugene Moynihan and Brian Murphy Marian.

The leaders making their way towards the 3k mark Seamus Power was setting into a very nice race and going through the 3000metres mark in (9mins) it was Cian O’Loughlin was working hard to stay with the Clare man as the two Dublin boys Mark Kirwan and Richard Yeates were starting to drift slightly and going towards Pearse Stadium Seamus Power powered his way up that slight hill and down onto Salthill and here the race was well and truly over for this big field as Seamus was beginning to pull away and at the 6k mark he had a good 100metres of a lead and he increased his lead all the way to the finish line with a winning time of (23mins . 47secs) and he had 33secs to spare over the runner up Cian O’Loughlin with Mark Kirwin coming through to take third spot ahead of Richard Yeates and Brian Maher producing a big finish to take 5th and 6th was Garry Thornton.

The Ladies title was always going to be a mighty contest with two three big names contesting major honours the title holder Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers, Irish International Rosemary Ryan Bilboa and the winner of the Dermot Power Memorial road race in Kildysart Eimear Martin Sportsworld and these three athletes set a blistering pace among the 1700 hundred competitors and with top class senior men on their shoulder this was one great race and Rosemary Ryan was always forcing the pace with Pauline Curley and going towards Eyre Square Eimear Martin was making life difficult for these two Internationals as she began to pick up the pace and Catherine Keohane Leevale was leading the next chasing group along with Fionnuala Doherty Clonliffe Harriers and a number of Clare athletes were also going well Loretta Duggan St Marys, Marian O’Loughlin Ennis Track, Maura Falsey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare.

The big field was well strung out and a decisive move was made at the 5k mark by Rosemary Ryan and Pauline Curley was struggling going towards Salthill when the Limerick girl put in a (3mins . 30secs) kilometre between 4 and 5k and that was the big turning point with Eimear Martin now back in third spot as Rosemary Ryan was well on her way to victory going into the last one kilometre and she came back into South Park and a winning time of (26mins . 57secs) well ahead of the title holder Pauline Curley (27mins . 37secs) and a very good third was Eimear Martin (28mins . 45secs).

Results

Ladies

1. Rosemary Ryan Bilboa (26 : 57)

2. Pauline Curley Tullamore Hrs. (27 : 37)

3. Eimear Martin Sportsworld (28 : 45)

4. Catherine Keohane Leevale (30 : 55)

5. Leigh Cullen Dublin (31 : 00)

6. Fionualla Doherty Clonliffe Hrs. (31 : 43)

Teams

1. Sportsworld

2. Donore Harriers.

Senior Men

1. Seamus Power Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (23 : 47)

2. Cian O’Loughlin Clonliffe Hrs (24 : 20)

3. Mark Kirwin Raheny Shamrocks (24 : 32)

4. Richard Yeates Raheny Shamrocks (24 : 36)

5. Brian Maher Kilkenny City Harriers (24 : 46)

6. Garry Thornton Galway City Harriers (24 : 47)

14. Rory Chesser Ennis Track (25 : 50)

23. Brian Murphy Marian (26 : 49)

32. Jeffrey O’Looney Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (27 : 20)

Masters O/45

1. Eugene Moynihan Marian (27 : 00)

2. Sean Doyle Rathfarnham (28 : 30)

3. Ronald Naylor Mayo (29 : 06)

Junior Men

1. Rory Chesser Ennis Track (26 : 50)

2. Jason Broderick Loughrea (26 : 52)

3. Brian McGinley Ennis Track (28 : 31)

4. Seamus Gilhooley Athenry (28 : 32)

5. David Quinn Ennis Track (28 : 37)

