Rory Chesser produces a star studded performance at Inter Clubs Cross Country.

The Athletics Association of Ireland All-Ireland Inter Clubs Cross Country Championships were held in Santry Demesne Dublin and hosted by Clonliffe Harriers on and excellent cross country coarse there was a bitter cold breeze but the underfoot conditions perfect for fast running there were a number Clare athletes taking part with Rory Chesser Ennis Track Club taking part in the Junior Men’s race where he produced a star studded performance and he captured the Silver medal and he also lead his club to Silver medals with gold going to Dundrum South Dublin. 

The Senior ladies Jolene Byrne Donore Harriers who has been performing well all season failed to go to the starting line due to injury and that left the race wide open and what a contest this was with Marie Mc Cambridge Dundrum South Dublin back to her very best fought off a mighty challenge from Rosemary Ryan Bilboa A.C. Limerick and their was one all mighty contest for the bronze medal with Orla O’Mahoney from Ennis and now running with Raheny Shamrocks Dublin running the race of life and in bronze medal position with a lap from the finish only to be out sprinted over the final 800metres by a very young athlete Fionualla Britton Sli Cualann Wicklow and fourth Orla had to settle for with Una English Dublin City Harriers fifth and sixth place going to Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers the National Masters Cross Country Champion

The Junior Men’s race run over a distance of 8000metres and the star of the show here was Rory Chesser Ennis Track Club and this athlete has been producing some outstanding races over the last number of weeks and he settled in well with the early leader Stephen Scullion North Belfast along with Eoin Healy Dundrum South Dublin, Alistor Stenson Mullingar Harriers, and the pre race favourite Ciaran O’Lionard Leeevale and after the first of the four laps this group had opened up a good lead on the rest of the field and the Ennis Track boys of Brian McGinley, Paul Walsh, David Quinn, Seosamh O’Loughlin, were all running in the top twenty and battling with Dundrum South Dublin for National honours.

With two of the four laps now complete the St Malachy’s man was starting to move the pace of the race and Rory Chesser was covering every move and when the bell went for the final lap these two athletes had opened up a thirty metre lead on the rest of the field and with 800metres remaining the North Belfast athlete Stephen Scullion made a very decisive break to cross the finish line and take this Junior title from Rory Chesser who performed in Santry at the highest level and a place in the Irish Junior Cross Country Team for Japan in March with this silver medal performance and the bronze medal going to Eoin Healy Dundrum South Dublin with Brian McGinley Ennis Track having one of best ever performances when finishing 15th and he was followed home by Paul Walsh Ennis Track in 19th and their fourth athlete Seosamh O’Loughlin 22nd for a total of (58pts) and taking the silver medals with gold going to race favourites Dundrum South Dublin on (39pts) and third Glenbower of Cork on (61pts).

With just one month to the World Cross Country Championships in Japan these Senior Men’s Championships were always going to be very well contested, last years title holder Garry Murray St Malachy’s another man going for two in a row could not take his place on the starting line due to injury and again this was another wide open contest and former title holder Peter Matthews Dundrum South Dublin lead for the early stages and for the first two of the six laps he brought the leaders away from this big field Mark Christie Mullingar Harriers, Vinny Mulvey Raheny, Paul Mc Namara Athenry and the Clonliffe pair Killian Lonergan, and Mark Kenneally all these were settling in well and when they reached half way Mark Christie made a break and was looking good to take his first national crown until the Raheny man Vinny Mulvey produced a storming last lap to overtake the leader on the final 600metres and Vinny captured his first Senior Inter Clubs Title with Killian Lonergan a surprise third and a fine race once again by Paul Mc Namara to finish 4th and the early leader Peter Matthews 5th and Mark Kenneally 6th.

Results
Junior Ladies 6000metres
1. Sarah Treacy Moynalvey (23 : 32)

2. Roseanne Galligan Newbridge (23 : 48)

3. Brid Twohig Dundrum South Dublin (24 : 05)

Club
1. Dundrum South Dublin = 21pts

2. Newbridge = 43pts

3. Raheny = 49pts

Senior Ladies 8000metres

1. Marie Mc Cambridge Dundrum South Dublin (28 : 05)

2. Rosemary Ryan Bilboa (28 : 26)

3. Fionualla Britton Sli Chulainn (29 : 07)

4. Orla O’Mahoney Raheny (29 : 20)

5. Una English Dublin City Harriers (29 : 35)

6. Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers (29 : 40)

Club
1.
Dundrum South Dublin = 44pts.

2. Sportsworld = 70pts

3. Raheny = 93pts

Junior Men

1. Stephan Scullion North Belfast (26 : 58)

2. Rory Chesser Ennis Track (27 : 20)

3. Eoin Healy Dundrum South Dublin (27 : 30)

4. Allistor Stenson Mullingar Hrs. (27 : 53)

5. Ciaran O’Lionard Leevale

Club
1. Dundrum South Dublin = 39pts.

2. Ennis Track (2. Rory Chesser, 15. Brian McGinley, 19. Paul Walsh, 22. Seosamh O’Loughlin) = 58pts.

3. Glenbower = 61pts.

Senior Men 12000 metres
1. Vinny Mulvey Raheny Shamrocks (37 : 58)

2. Mark Christie Mullingar Harriers 38 : 03)

3. Killian Lonergan Clonliffe Harriers (38 : 07)

4. Paul Mc Namara Athenry (38 : 20)

5. Peter Matthews Dundrum South Dublin ((38 : 26)

6. Mark Kenneally Clonliffe Harriers (38 : 36)

Club
1.        Clonliffe Harriers = 37pts

2.         Raheny = 45pts

3.         Dundrum South Dublin = 50pts.

Fixtures

March
3rd
The Allied Irish Bank Clare Sports and Community Awards 2005 will take place at the 

West County Hotel Ennis and in Co-Operation with the Clare V.E.C. and the 

Clare Champion.

4th
Irish Schools cross Country in DCU starting at 1 . 00pm

5th 
Ras Na hEireann International Cross Country starting at 11 .  00am in Dunleer

5th
The 29th Annual Ballycotton 10 mile road race in Ballycotton at 1. 30pm

8th
The East Clare National Schools Cross Country Championships will take place on the Lands of the O’Donnell Family Tulla.

11th
Clare Community games U/13 Cross Country plus relays at Kilnaboy starting at 12 noon 

12th
National Inter Club Short Course Cross Country Championship at Rathfarnham 

12th
Clare Athletics Association Novice “B” Junior and Juvenile relays U/9, U/11, U/13, U/15 Cross Country Championships at the Showground Field Kildysart starting at 12noon.
