Claire Madigan and Eoin Enright take gold at National Championships in Athlone.

The Athletics Association of  Ireland Juvenile “B” Cross Country plus Inter County Relays for U/12’ and U/14’s Championships were held in Athlone I. T. and once again Clare were very much to the fore with Shauna Harvey St Johns taking a Bronze medal in the girls U/11’s and Aishling Corbett St Cronans finishing 12th.

The Boys U/13 the star performance here came from Eoin Enright St Cronans when taking the Gold medal and in the boys U/15’s Damian Landers St Cronans takes a top ten place.

Claire Madigan St Johns lead from start to finish to take Gold in the girls U/17’s and lead Clare to a bronze medal.

The Boys U/17’s Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare captured the silver medal.

The Girls U/19’s three Clare athletes finished in the top ten with Dympna O’Dwyer Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 6th Sarah Daly St Johns 8th and Sharon Rynne Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 9th with Clare and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare taking the Silver Medals.

Kevin Mc Mahon St Marys finished 7th in the boys U/19’s.  

The first race of the afternoon was the girls U/11’s 800metres and over 100 competitors went to the start and Clare were well represented with St. Johns, St Cronans and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare all competing for National Honours and the fast ground was ideal for good running and Shauna Harvey St Johns came through this very big field to capture a bronze medal in fine style with Aishling Corbett St Cronans running a great race to finish 12th with Clare finishing 5th and in the Inter Club awards St Cronans were 5th and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare were 8th. 

The Boys U/11’s attracted another massive big field of athletes and Clare’s top performer here was Stephan Keane St Cronans and in the girls U/13’s Niamh O’Loughlin Kilnaboy was the best of the Clare athletes in 29th place with Kilnaboy 5th and St Cronans 6th and Clare also finishing 6th overall.

The Boys U/13’s and here the Clare athletes performed very well over 1200metres and over  110 athletes went to the starting line and Sipka Shaughnessy of Bandon raced into a early lead and with 300metres to the finish Eoin Enright St Cronans came right to his shoulder on the downhill stretch and these two athletes collided and they almost brought each other down but Eoin Enright gathered momentum and sprinted clear to take this title after a fierce battle and Clare finishing just out of the medals in 4th position with St Cronans 7th and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 9th in the Inter Club awards.

 The Girls U/15’s Shona Enright St. Cronans gave one of her best performances to finish very strong in 15th position and the Clare Team finishing 6th with Damian Landers St Cronans running in the boys U/15’s battled all the way to finish in 10th position.

The Girls U/17’s 2000metres Claire Madigan St Johns set a blistering pace from the start and had this big field in single file and she opened up a very good lead on Maureen Fitzgerald Farranfore to take this National title in fine style and she lead the Clare team who packed well to take a Bronze Medal with Sarah Loughnane St Cronans 16th Ciara Cleary St Marys 20th Emma Haugh St Johns 27th Edel Fitzpatrick St Marys 34th and 36th Jacqueline Woods St Cronans for a total of (134pts) the Gold going to Cork on (106pts) and the silver to Westmeath on (127pts).

The Boys U/17’s 4000metres Clare Clubs were again well represented with St. Cronans and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare taking part  Garry Askin Glaslough Harriers set out at a blistering pace and he had opened up a good lead after the first lap with Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare among the early leaders in that second group and having to work hard for individual honours with six athletes battling for major honours and as they set out on the final lap Donal Howley started to close the gap on the leader with 400metres remaining and with the finishing approaching fast Donal had to settle for the silver medal with the early leader  Garry Askin holding off  the late challenge to take gold and Brian O Shea Kilkenny third with Clare finishing 5th and in the Inter Club Awards Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare were 5th and St Cronans were 9th.

The girls U/19’s 3000metres again Clare athletes were very much to the fore here with Sarah Daly St Johns settling in well with Ann Buckley Dunboyne, Elaine Scally Lough Ree and Niamh O’Connor Glenmore and this race was run over a two lap course and two Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare girls Dympna O’Dwyer and Sharon Rynne were making good progress towards the leaders as they set out for the final lap and on the uphill stretch Ann Buckley made a decisive break to snatch this girls U/19 title and Dympna O’Dwyer had one mighty last 800metres to come through to take 6th position with Sarah Daly in 8th and Sharon Rynne 9th with Teresa Sexton Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 22nd and here Clare captured the Silver medals on (45pts) after a mighty battle with Cork on (42pts) and third were Tipperary on (58pts).

The Inter Club award was a very close contest with Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare just pipped by two points for the gold medals and had to settle for silver on a total of (37pts)  the gold going to Bantry of Cork on (35pts) and the bronze medals to Moyne of Tipperary on (48pts).

The Boys U/19 5000metres three Clare athletes went to the starting line Kevin Mc Mahon St Marys came through the field and producing a very steady run to take 7th place overall, Michael Keane Ennis Track who started well and was looking good to finish in the top three had to settle in 13th place with Dean Flanagan and Thomas Garrahy both Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare coming home in 15th and 16th positions.

The Final event of the day was the Inter County Relays and Clare had Four Teams taking part the Girls and Boys U/12’ and U/14’s and these relays Clare were brilliant and first into action were the girls U/12’s with Aishling Darcy Ennis Track Club leading the way and this was run over 4 x 500metres and after the first change over Clare were in gold medals position with Orlagh Flanagan Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare giving it her all and on the change over she was in third place and now the batten was with Roisin O’Looney Kilmihil  and the third leg she was outstanding and pulled back the leaders Cork and Cavan and raced into a thirty metre lead for the final Change to Karla O’Reilly Ennis Track and this one mighty final leg with Clare out in front and holding onto that slender lead the take the Gold Medals ahead of Cork and Cavan.

The Boys U/12’s 4 x 500metres was a very good contest Damian Burke Kilmihil having a very good first leg for Clare in third position on the change over to Conor Cleary Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare and this man moved very well and brought Clare right back into contention in second place on the change over with Eamon Chesser Ennis Track holding out to change over for the final leg again still in second place and a good twenty metres down on Donegal the leaders with William Flynn Shannon having a lot of work to do and this man produced a piece of Magic running with 200metres remaining he had closed the gap to three metres and on the final 50metres his speed and strength brought him passed the Donegal man to snatch the Gold Medal with Monaghan third.

The Girls U/14’s and this Team are the Munster U/14’s Title winners in Beaufort  on the first leg the Cork girl raced into a small lead and Catriona was a few metres off her on the change over to Louise Woods St. Cronans she was working hard and still could not close that gap with Sarah Nugent St Cronans running the third leg pulled back that big lead and closed it up to 30metres with Harriet Flynn running the final leg she had too much ground to make up and Clare had to settle for the silver medals with Cork taking the Gold and Galway taking the Bronze medals.

Their was no joy for the Boys U/14’s but they fought hard with Gerard Brown Ennis Track, Seamus Lynch Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare, Darragh Chesser, Ennis track and Paul O’Conghaile Marian where they had to settle for 4th position.

Results
Girls U/11
3. Shauna Harvey St Johns

12. Aishling Corbett St Cronans

County
5th Clare 3 Shauna Harvey, 12 Aishling Corbett, 36 Mary Greene, 38  Emer Hillary, 49 Sinead Rouine, 53 Caoimhe McMahon ) = 191 pts.

Inter Club:

5.
St. Johns (3 Shauna Harvey, 36 Mary Greene, 72 Nollaig Blake, 73 Heather Daly)

 = 184 pts
8. Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (38 Emer Hillary, 49 Sinead Rouine, 53 Caoimhe McMahon, 79 Emer Lynch)  = 219 pts.

Girls U/13:

County:

5.
Clare (29 Niamh O’Loughlin, 30 Paula Loughnane, 32 Ciara Reidy, 46 Charlotte Ryan, 51. Suzanne Kelly, 55 Niamh Cahill)  = 243 pts.

Inter Club:

5.
Kilnaboy (29 Niamh O’Loughlin, 32 Ciara Reidy, 51 Suzanne Kelly, 57 Niamh O’Dea)

 = 169 pts
6. St. Cronans (30 Paula Loughnane, 46 Charlotte Ryan,  55 Niamh Cahill, 56 Maria Ryan) =  187 pts.

Girls U/15:

County:

6. Clare (15 Shona Enright, 28 Sinead Maloney, 32 Marie Howard, 49 Rachel Ryan, 55 Aishling McDonagh, 63 Ann Griffin) = 242 pts.

Girls U/17:

1. Clare Madigan St Johns

County:

1. Cork = 106 pts.

2. Westmeath = 127 pts.

3. Clare (1 Clare Madigan, 16 Sarah Loughnane, 20 Ciara Cleary, 27 Emma Haugh, 34 Edel Fitzpatrick, 36 Jacqueline Woods) = 134 pts.

Inter Club:

5.
St Cronans (16 Sarah Loughnane, 36 Jacqueline Woods, 41 Leah O’Keeffe, 42 Sinead McNamara) = 135 pts.

Girls U/19:

6. Dympna O’Dwyer Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

8.
Sarah Daly St. Johns

9. Sharon Rynne Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

22. Teresa Sexton Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

Inter County:

1. Cork = 42 pts.

2. Clare  (6 Dympna O’Dwyer, 8 Sarah Daly, 9 Sharon Rynne, 22. Teresa Sexton) = 45 pts.

3. Tipperary = 58 pts.

Inter Club:

1. Bantry = 35 pts.

2. Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (6 Dympna O’Dwyer, 9 Sharon Rynne, 22 Teresa Sexton) = 37 pts.

3. Moyne = 48 pts.

Boys U/11:

County:

6. Clare (18 Stephen Keane, 47 Jimmin Dooley,  5l  Sean Murphy, 56 Eoin Hurley, 

63 Colin Lynch, 69 Sheamie Parra Haren) = 304 pts.

Boys U/13:

1. Eoin Enright St Cronans

Inter County:

1. Cork = 93 pts.

2. Tipperary = 106 pts.

3. Monaghan = 163 pts.

4. Clare  (1 Eoin Enright, 20 Conor Cleary, 42 John Organ, 53 Seamus Nugent,  57 Alan Griffin, 61 John McNamara) = 234 pts.

Inter Club:

7. St. Cronans (1 Eoin Enright, 20 Conor Cleary, 53 Seamus  Nugent, 108 Alan Woods) = 182 pts.

9.
Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (42 John Organ, 57 Alan Griffin, 61 John McNamara,

72 Martin Flanagan) = 232 pts.

Boys U/15:

10. Damien Landers St. Cronans

13. Eoin Fitzgerald St. Cronans

Boys U/17:

1. Garry Askin Glaslough Harriers

2. Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

3. Brian O’Shea Kilkenny

Inter County:

5.
Clare (2 Donal Howley, 41 Padraig McDonagh, 43 Donal Wilde, 45 Conor O’Brien, 47 Sean McMahon 57 Shane Sexton) = 235 pts.

Inter Club:

5.
Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (2 Donal Howley, 41 Padraig McDonagh, 57 Shane Sexton, 

60 David Mackey) = 160 pts.

9.
St. Cronans (43 Donal Wilde, 45 Conor O’Brien, 47 Sean McMahon, 

71 Sean Loughnane)  = 206 pts.

Boys U/19:

7.
Kevin McMahon St Marys

13.
Michael Keane Ennis Track

15.
Dean Flanagan Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

16. Thomas Garrahy Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

National Inter County Relays 4 x 500metres.

Girls U/12
1. Clare (Aishling Darcy, Orlagh Flanagan, Roisin O’Looney, Karla O’Reilly)

2. Cork

3. Cavan

Girls U/14
1. Cork

2. Clare (Cathriona Hennessy, Louise Woods, Sarah Nugent, Harriet Flynn)

3. Galway

Boys U/12
1. Clare (Damian Burke, Conor Cleary, Eamon Chesser, William Flynn)

2. Donegal

3. Monaghan

Boys U/14

4.
Clare (Gerard Brown, Seamus Lynch, Darragh Chesser, Paul O’Conghaile)

