Eugene Moynihan and Tommy Madden are the masters in Banteer
The Munster Athletics Association 2 mile road championships for ladies and 4 mile for men were held in Banteer Co Cork over a flat and fast course and in the cold weather conditions with a slight head wind Clare athletes gave outstanding performances with the masters men’s dominating in all sectors and Eugene Moynihan Marian gave another masterful display of front running to take the O/45’s title with Tommy Madden Marian victories in the O/55’s and Clare Masters O/40 ‘s and O/50’s captured the Inter County Awards with Tulla and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare taking Gold and Silver in the Inter Club Awards.

Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare and Pat Nugent take a bronze medal in the masters O/40’s with Clare taking Silver in the Inter County Ladies O/45’s.

Frank Garrihy Ennis Track takes a silver medal in the O/50’s with Michael Harvey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare taking the Bronze Medal.

James McIntyre Tulla finishing 4th in the senior men’s 4 mile road race and Clare taking the Silver medal
The Munster senior, novice, masters ladies road championship over two miles and all three races were combined and over this flat course Niamh O’Sullivan Riocht made all the early running and with one mile complete she was gone well clear of Carmel Parnell Leevale, Margo Dinan St Finbarrs with Sue Garrahy settling in well and having a great contest with Breda Barrett Gneeveguilla for the masters O/40’s title as Niamh O’Sullivan the overall leader was gone well clear and she captured this Munster title O/40 and Senior ladies in fine style and with 800metres remaining Breda Barrett produced a final surge to take the silver medal ahead of the hard battling Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare in the O/40’s.

The masters ladies O/45’s Cushla Murphy Hehir Marian produced a fine race to finish 16th with Marion O’Loughlin Ennis Track 18th and Carmel McDomhnaill West Limerick and Clare 21st and Clare taking the silver medals with (55pts) with the Gold Medals going to Cork on (12pts).

The race of  the afternoon was the Novice, Masters and Senior men’s and this was again another big field of athletes from all over Munster and with the race run over a two lap course Clare athletes were very much to fore with Cian Murphy Iveragh Kerry taking this big field out at a very fast pace over the first mile with  James Mc Intyre Tulla settling in well with  Ravis Zakis West Waterford, Colin Merritt Togher, John Barrett Gneeveguilla along with Pat Nugent , Mike Solan Tulla, Eugene Moynihan Marian, Patrick Enright Cratloe and Sportsworld A.C. were all positioned in the top twenty and James Liddane Tulla along with Brian Murphy Marian making very good progress towards the front of the field as the leaders were now approaching the two mile mark.

With both Novice and Senior races combined the title was going to Iveragh in Kerry as Cian Murphy had opened up a good lead on this big field and over the final mile he increased his lead to take double gold in Novice and Senior sections with Latvian born Ravis Zakis West Waterford taking the silver medal ahead of John Barrett Gneeveguilla with a mighty performance by James Mc Intyre Tulla in 4th and he was followed home in 8th position Pat Nugent and the Clare athletes packed well with 12th Eugene Moynihan, 14th Patrick Enright, 17th Mike Solan, and 22nd James Liddane for a total of (77pts) and Clare taking the Senior Silver medals with gold going to Kerry on (74pts) and bronze to Limerick on (110pts).

The Inter Club gold going to Riocht of Kerry on (45pts) with the Silver medals going to West Waterford on (78pts) and last years title holders Tulla taking the bronze medals on (83pts) with 4th James Mc Intyre, 17th Michael Solan, 22nd James Liddane, and 40th Thomas Walsh.

The masters men 4 mile once again over 70 athletes going to the start and right from the start John Barrett Gneeveguilla, Pat O’Sullivan Clonmel, and Pat Nugent Clare set one mighty blistering pace for the first mile and as the athletes faced into a stiff  head wind over the first mile Keith Ryan Limerick O/40 along with Eugene Moynihan Marian O/45 and Mike Solan Tulla O/40 closed the gap on the leaders and the after the first mile the Clare athletes were settling in well with Thomas Walsh Tulla,  Michael Harvey, Tom Mackey, James Sexton all Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare along with Michael Quinlivan, Mike Tobin  Tulla moving through the big field and all getting into a top twenty position.

The final lap Pat Nugent was having a right battle for this individual O/40 title and John Barrett found a new gear and going downhill for the final 300metres he drove forward and took control of the race and over the final 100metres he sprinted for the line to take this title from the fast finishing Pat Sullivan with Pat Nugent doing very well to take the bronze medal and for the second year in a row Eugene Moynihan Marian came storming home in 6th position to capture the gold medal in the O/45’s with Mike Solan Tulla a very solid performance in 9th place and the Clare athletes packed well with Thomas Walsh 23rd Tom Mackey 24th and James Sexton 26th to bring Clare’s total points to (91) and to capture the Inter County award for the second year in a row just one point ahead of Tipperary on (92pts) and third Cork on (121pts).

 The O/40’s Club Award their was a mighty contest between two Clare Clubs with Tulla taking the gold medals on (95pts) with 9th Mike Solan, 23rd Thomas Walsh, 27th Mike Tobin, 36th Michael Quinlivan, second were Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare on (109pts) with 20th Michael Harvey, 24th Tom Mackey, 26th James Sexton, 39th James Kenny and third were Dundrum on (127pts).

Frank Garrihy Ennis Track Club produced another piece of magic where he came with a late burst to finish 18th overall and take a silver medal in the O/50’s  with Michael Harvey gaining many valuable places over the final mile to finish 20th and he captured the bronze medal with Tommy Madden Marian coming home in 33rd place and taking the Gold Medal in the O/55’s and here Clare packed well to Capture another Gold Medal Inter County O/50’s Award with John O’Neill Tulla 57th and he took a bronze medal in the masters men’s O/55’s for a total of (128pts) with the host county Cork on (131pts).

Results:

Master Ladies.

O/40
1. Niamh O’Sullivan Riocht

2. Breda Barrett Gneeveguilla

3. Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

O/50
1. Carmel Parnell Leevale

2. Carmel McDomhnaill West Limerick

3. Marion Lyons St Finbarrs.

Inter County 

O/45’s
1. Cork = 12pts.

2. Clare (16. Cushla Murphy Hehir, 18. Marion O’Loughlin, 21. Carmel  McDomhnaill)  = 55pts.

Senior Men (4 mile)

1. Cian Murphy Iveragh

2. Ravis Zakis West Waterford

3. John Barrett Gneeveguilla

4. James Mc Intyre Tulla

8. Pat Nugent Clare

12. Eugene Moynihan Marian

14.          Patrick Enright Sportsworld

17. Mike Solan Tulla

22. James Liddane Tulla

28. Brian Murphy Marian

33. Frank Garrihy Ennis Track

35.
Michael Harvey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

40. Thomas Walsh Tulla

43. Tom Mackey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

45.
James Sexton Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

55.
James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

Inter County.

1. Kerry = 74pts.

2. Clare (4. James Mc Intyre, 8. Pat Nugent, 12. Eugene Moynihan, 14. Patrick Enright, 17. Mike Solan, 22. James Liddane) = 83pts.

3. Limerick = 110pts.

Inter Club.

1. Riocht = 45pts.

2. West Waterford = 78pts.

3. Tulla (4. James Mc Intyre, 17. Mike Solan, 22. James Liddane, 40. Thomas Walsh) = 83pts.

Masters Men 

O/35
1. Trevor Woods St Finbarrs

2. Ciaran Sullivan St Finbarrs

3. Tom Laffan Bandon

O/40
1. John Barrett Gneeveguilla

2. Pat Sullivan Clonmel

3. Pat Nugent Clare

O/45
1. Eugene Moynihan Marian

2. Philip Whiters Duhallow

3. John Lenihan Riocht

O/50
1. Eamon Mc Evoy St Finbarrs

2. Frank Garrihy Ennis Track

3. Michael Harvey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

O/55
1. Tom Madden Marian

2. Bernard Collins Limerick

3. Mick Carroll Tulla

Inter County

O/35 – O/45

1. Clare (3. Pat Nugent, 6. Eugene Moynihan, 9. Mike Solan, 23. Thomas Walsh, 24. Tom Mackey, 26. James Sexton) = 91pts.

2. Tipperary = 92pts.

3. Cork = 121pts.

Inter Club.

1. Tulla (9. Mike Solan, 23. Thomas Walsh 27. Mike Tobin, 36. Michael Quinlivan) = 95pts.

2. Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (20. Michael Harvey, 24. Tom Mackey, 26. James Sexton, 39. James Kenny) = 109pts.

3. Dundrum = 127pts.

Inter County 

O/50 – O/70

1. Clare (18. Frank Garrihy, 20. Michael Harvey, 33. Tom Madden, 57. John O’Neill) 

= 128pts.

2. Cork = 131pts.

