Ellen Solan takes Bronze Medal in Munster Schools Cross Country at Dungarvan.

The Munster Schools Cross Country Championships at St Augustine’s College Dungarvan and the Clare Schools produced outstanding individual performances with Ellen Solan St. Josephs School Tulla running a marvellous race in the Senior Girls (2500metres) to take the bronze Medal and St. Michael’s School Kilmihil taking a bronze medal in the Team Awards and lead home by Dympna O’Dwyer.

The Clare Schools were well represented at St Augustine’s College Dungarvan and the first race of the afternoon two Clare athletes were very much to the fore in the Minor Girls 1500metres Lisa Loughnane Rice College and Sarah Nugent Colaiste Mhuire Ennis as they raced into a bitter cold head wind these two girls settled in nicely behind the leaders Laura Behan St. Declan’s Elaine Tangney St. Bridget’s, and Ann Marie Hayes Thurles and with these three battling for Munster glory the final 600metres against a storm Laura Behan used all her strength and speed to take this minor girls title with a fine race by Lisa Loughnane Rice College Ennis to finish fourth and Sarah Nugent Colaiste Mhuire Ennis came with a mighty sprint to take sixth spot.

The minor boys 2000metres Clare athletes were again very prominent with Donal Madigan Kilrush Community School working hard over the first half of the race to come through the big field and finish in 5th place with victory going to Brendan Corbel Youghal with Thurles Presentation School taking the Team Title and Ennistymon C. B. S just finishing outside the medals in 4th place.

The Junior Girls 2000metres was a very well contested race with Clare Madigan Kilrush Community School settling into the top ten over the first 1500metres as two Abbey Community School girls raced into a big lead Claire Cronin and Niamh Ryan and both girls finishing first and second with Clare Madigan coming with a late burst and crossing the finishing line in 4th place and will be back to Dungarvan on the 5th March to take part in the All-Ireland Schools Cross Country Championships and the Junior Boys 3500metres again Clare athletes were battling for a top twelve finish with Brian Corry Scariff Community School and Colm Donnellan Kilkee Community School working hard to stay in touch with the leaders over the first of the two laps as Keith Maher Nenagh controlled the race at the front and on his final lap he pulled away to cross the finish line well ahead of the second man Larry Harty Our Lady’s Templemore and Brian Corry Scariff was having a mighty race and picking off many fine athletes as he crossed the finishing line in 5th place with Colm Donnellan having to run the race of his life and produce a big finish to take 12th spot.

The Intermediate Boys 5000metres run over a three lap course and this was the biggest race of day with many top class athletes battling for Munster glory and here David McCarthy of St Augustines College Dungarvan produced a masterful piece of front running to take this title in fine style with St Flannans College Ennis packing well for the Team Award and taking a Bronze medal with Michael Maher, Kieran Cunningham, Fergal Smithwick and Stephan Mc Namara for a total of (110pts) with gold going to St Augustines on (24pts).

The Senior Girls 2500metres was a great contest with many top Munster stars on the starting line and Ellen Solan St. Joseph’s Tulla the Clare Schools Cross Country Champion was always with the main field and Joyce Curtin Youghal the pre race favourite along with Laura Crowe Presentation College Tralee were setting the pace and a big number of Clare athletes were running in the top ten Sarah Daly Kilkee Community School, Dympna O’Dwyer St. Michael’s Kilmihil along with Catherine Shannon, Scoil Mhuire Ennistymon and the final 400metres this race came down to a big sprint finish with track specialists Laura Crowe taking the title ahead Joyce Curtin and a massive performance by Ellen Solan to take the bronze medal with Sarah Daly running a fine race to finish 8th with Dympna O’Dwyer once again running a very good last lap to finish 11th and lead her school St. Michaels Kilmihil to bronze medals with Catherina Kennedy and Ciara O’Dea 26th and 27th for a total of (65pts) with Scoil Mhuire Ennistymon 4th on (67pts).

The final race of the afternoon the Senior Boys 6500metres where North Monastery were the dominant force over the last Ten years in the Individual and Team Awards but this time they failed the make the top three places and Cathal Dennehy Ard Scoil Ris Limerick produced one of finest races after a long lay off through injury to win this race in fine style from John Shine Colaiste An Spioraid Naoimh and Tim Donoghue Midleton C. B. S taking the bronze medal and Seosamh O’Loughlin St Flannans College Ennis who was in the top ten for a long period came through the field in fine style to finish 5th overall.

Results

Minor Girls 

4th 
Lisa Loughnane Rice College

6th
Sarah Nugent Colaiste Mhuire 

Junior Girls
5th
Claire Madigan Kilrush Community School

Senior Girls
3rd
Ellen Solan St. Josephs Tulla

8th
Sarah Daly Kilkee Community School

11th
Dympna O’Dwyer St. Michaels Kilmihil

Teams
3rd
St. Michaels Kilmihil (Dympna O’Dwyer, Catherina Kennedy, Ciara O’Dea) = 65pts

4th
Scoil Mhuire Ennistymon (Catherine Shannon, Noreen Mackey, Teresa Sexton) = 67pts.

Minor Boys
5th
Donal Madigan Kilrush Community School

Junior Boys
5th
Brian Corry Scariff Community School

12th 
Colm Donnellan Kilkee Community School

Intermediate Boys

3rd
St. Flannans Ennis (Michael Maher, Kieran Cunningham, Fergal Smithwick, 

Stephan Mc Namara) = 110pts.

Senior Boys
5th
Seosamh O’Loughlin St. Flannans 

