Three Clare athletes take Gold at Gurteen.

The Munster Uneven Ages U/9 to U/19 plus the Novice and U/23’s Cross Country Championships were held in St Josephs Hurling grounds Gurteen Ennis Co. Clare in a beautiful afternoon on a wonderful cross country course for fast running Clare athletes produced magnificent performances with Three Clare athletes taking Gold medals Michael Clancy St Johns in the boys U/9’s, Tadgh Lillis Kilmihil in the boys U/11’s and Damian Burke Kilmihil again for the second year in a row taking another Munster title this time in the boys U/13’s.

Their were other notable performers where they were just pipped on the line for major titles Leanne Kelsey St. Cronans taking a bronze medal in the girls U/9’s with Orlagh Flanagan Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare taking a silver medal in the girls U/11’s and Karla O’Reilly Ennis Track Club a bronze medal.

The girls U/13’s Harriett Flynn Shannon pipped on the line for the gold medal with Aishling Darcy Ennis Track Club third.

Ellen Solan St. Cronans takes a bronze medal in the girls U/19’s with Paul Walsh Ennis Track Club also taking a bronze medal in the boys U/19’s.

Clare captured a massive total of Twenty Five team awards with Clare taking Six Gold, five silver and two bronze and in the Inter Club awards Ennis Track Club take three gold Team Awards, along with St Johns and St Cronans.

Silver medal winners in the Inter Club awards were Ennis Track, St Cronans and Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare and Bronze medals went to St Johns, St. Marys, Ennis Track, and Marian.

The Clare Novice Ladies also captured Bronze medals. 

The first race of the afternoon was the girls U/9’s and what a performance here from Leanna Kelsey St Cronans who was just pipped on the way to the finish line and had to settle for a bronze medal with Rachel Clancy St Johns finish very strong over the final 100metres to take 7th with the Clare Cross Country Champion Aine O’Looney Kilmihil 10th Marie Flanagan Ennis Track Club 12th Laura Chesser Ennis Track Club 16th and Ailbhe Hogan Ennis Track Club 22nd and Clare taking the Gold medals on (70pts) ahead of Cork on (81pts) and third Tipperary on (90pts).

The Inter Club gold medals went to Ennis Track Club with 12th, 16th , 22nd and Aimee Hayes 52nd for a total of (102pts) second West Muskerry on (135pts) and third St Johns Clare with 7th, 31st Kayla Crowley, 46th Rose Marrinan, 56th Elaine Greene with a total of (140pts).

The Boys U/9 this was a class performance and dominated by Michael Clancy St Johns where he captured the this Munster title in fine style and another Clare athletes that is improving with every outing Padraig Malone Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare produced a very strong finish over the final 100metres to take 5th place and he was followed home by Conor Grogan St. Cronans 6th with Paraic Mc Namara Marian 7th,  Pierse Lillis Kilmihil 10th with Clare easily taking the Gold Medals with 17th Cillian Burke Kilmihil for a total of (46pts) second Cork on (79pts) and third Tipperary on (86pts).

Marian A.C. packed well to take the bronze medals with 7th 24th Tiernan Mc Dermott, 31st Cian Wright, 40th Ronan Barry with a total of (102pts) gold going to Thurles Crokes on (57pts) and second Midleton on (94pts).

The Girls U/11 attracted a massive field of girls and what a performance here by Orlagh Flanagan Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare where set a very fast pace right from the start only to out sprinted over the final 300metres by Rachel O’ Shea Beara A.C. and Karla O’Reilly Ennis Track Club producing a mighty last 400metres to capture the bronze medal and the Clare schools cross country champion Niamh Markham St. Marys 4th with 7th Laura Egan Kilmihil, and 11th Jean Clancy St. Johns with 16th Colette Keniry St Johns and Clare taking the Gold Medals on (43pts) well ahead of Cork on (72pts) and third Tipperary on (104pts).

The Inter Club Award a truly outstanding St Johns Team performance with four in the top Twenty to take the Gold Medals with 11th, 16th, 17th Niamh Clancy and 20th Shauna Harvey for a total of (64pts) second Ferrybank on (74pts) and third Clonmel on (100pts).

The Boys U/11’s once again a massive field of athletes with 120 going to the start and Tadgh Lillis Kilmihil who loves to run from the front set a blistering pace right from the start and was always in control as he captured this Munster title in front of great Clare support with Sean O’Dea Bilboa out sprinting Conor Madigan St Johns after a massive tussle down the home straight and the St Johns man had to settle for the bronze medal, he was followed home by Sean Keane St Cronans 7th Lee Quirke Ennis Track Club 8th Caoimhe Donnellan Kilmihil 10th and 11th Ryan Taylor St Cronans a what a Clare team performance with six athletes in the top eleven to easily capture the gold medals with (40pts) well ahead of Kerry (114pts) and third Cork on (181pts) with Inter Club award going to St Cronans with four in the top fourteen 7th, 11th 13th David O’Brien, 14th David Conroy with (45pts) second Gneeveguilla (76pts) third Ennis Track Club with 8th, 18th Michael Moloney, 24th Pat Chesser, 28th Dylan Quirke with (78pts).

The Girls U/13’s one again another huge field of competitors and the battle of day came from Harriet Flynn Shannon she was having the race of her life and looked in total control and with less than 100metres from the finishing line Cliodhna Galway of Cork made one massive drive and caught the Clare athlete right on the line with Aishling Darcy Ennis Track Club coming with late burst to take the bronze medal and 9th was Katie Cahill St. Cronans with 15th Ciara Reidy Kilnaboy, 32nd Louise Griffin Fergus and 34th Lisa O’Connor Kilnaboy with Clare taking the Silver medals on (95pts) the gold going to Cork on (31pts) and the Bronze to Waterford on (133pts).

The Boys U/13’s Clare athletes went to the start and all eyes were on Damian Burke Kilmihil the Clare Cross Country Champion and over the first half of this race Damian was struggling to go with the very fast pace with six Clare athletes running in the top twenty they were in control and with 800metres from the finish Damian Burke came out of the pack and when he moved he left this big field struggling and romped home to one outstanding individual performance ahead of Jamie Moloney Templemore with Adrian Carney and Darragh Lynch both Ennis Track Club making up some many valuable places to take 7th and 8th with Conor Cleary Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare running out of age and coming home with a very strong finish to take 9th spot with 14th Eoin Enright and 16th William Flynn and the Gold and Munster title to Clare on (55pts) second Tipperary on (83pts) and third Waterford on (117pts) the Inter Club title going to Ennis Track Club with 7th, 8th, 20th Eamon Chesser, and 34th Mark O’Reilly for a total of (69pts) second Bilboa on (92pts) and third K. C. K. on (100pts)     

The girls U/15’s Catherina Hennessy Marian A.C. running out of age produced a gritty performance to finish 4th with Louise Woods St Cronans 9th and she was followed home by Sarah Nugent St. Cronans 11th Lisa Loughnane, St. Cronans 15th Sinead Moloney St. Marys 23rd and 26th Fawn Guilfoyle with Clare settling for the silver medals on (88pts0 and the gold medals going to Waterford on (40pts) and the bronze medals to Cork on (94pts) with the Inter Club title going to Ferrybank on (19pts) and a very good second were St Cronans with 9th, 11th, 15th 39th Orla Scanlon with (74pts) and third Moyne on (135pts).

The Boys U/15’s and a Munster Championship that was fiercely contested and Liam Markham St. Marys among the early leaders and when this big field settled Seamus Lynch Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare produced one of his most outstanding performances this season where he came through this big field to finish 7th overall with Liam Markham two places further back in 9th Damian Landers St Cronans 11th Paul Flanagan Ennis Track 17th Darragh Chesser Ennis Track 19th and 25th Donal Madigan St. Johns with Clare taking the silver medals on (88pts) the gold going to Cork on (76pts) and the bronze medals to Kerry on (130pts).

The Inter Club title went to Iveragh on (86pts) second were Ennis Track Club with 17th, 19th, 27th Colm Daly and 34th Declan Keane with a total of (97pts) and third Togher on (101pts).

The girls U/17’s Claire Madigan St. Johns produced a mighty drive over the final 800metres to take 10th and she lead her County to Bronze Medals with 14th Ciara Cleary St Marys, 29th Aine Pyne Marian, 30th Emma Haugh St Johns, 36th Lisa Marrinan St Marys and 38th Edel Fitzpatrick St Marys for a total of (157pts) gold going to Waterford on (51pts) and the silver medals to Cork on (78pts) with Ferrybank of Waterford taking the Inter Club award on (22pts) second West Waterford on (88pts) and the bronze medals to St Marys with 14th, 36th, 38th, and 39th Eimear Greene for a total of (127pts) and again in the Boys U/17’s another outstanding performance here by Padraig Landers St Cronans and Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare as these two athletes were running in very good company where Ferrybank had six athletes in the top six at the very early stages with Ferrybank taking the top three places and Padraig Landers worked very hard to take 9th position with Donal Howley coming home a very good 12th and qualifies for the All-Ireland Cross Country in Sligo in November along with 16th Andrew Murphy Ennis Track, 17th Brian Egan St. Johns, 18th Alan Leamy St. Cronans, and 22nd Brian Corry Marian with Clare taking the Silver medals on (94pts) gold going to Waterford on (20pts) and bronze to Cork on (99pts).

The girls U/19’s Ellan Solan St. Cronans took the field out at a very fast pace over the first small lap and she had the big field well strung out after the first 1000metres with Sarah Daly St Johns and Amanda Perill Marian working hard on the first big lap as the leaders made their way back towards the finishing tunnel with one lap remaining and the Leader Ellan Solan was now overtaken by Lorna Comyn Belgooley who went on to win this race in fine style ahead of Laura Crowe Riocht and Ellan Solan taken the bronze medal, the County award going to Cork on (45pts) with Clare taking the silver medals with 3rd, 11th Amanda Perill Marian, 17th Sarah Daly St. Johns, 18th Dympna O’Dwyer Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare, 19th Caroline Marrinan St. Marys and 24th Tara Rynne Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare for total of (92pts) and third Tipperary on (103pts) the Inter Club award going to Belgooley on (22pts) second Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare with 18th, 24th and 26th Teresa Sexton for a total of (68pts) and a close third Moyne from Tipperary on (69pts).

The Boys U/19’s and here Clare athletes were very much to the fore with Rory Chesser Ennis Track Club and Matthew Solan Tulla controlling the race from the front along with Irish International athlete Ciaran O’Lionard Leevale, Kevin O’Brien Glanbower, with Clare and Cork battling for team honours both had six athletes in the top 15 at the half way stage, but the big changes came in the second half of this race when Irish International athlete Ciaran O’Lionard up the tempo of the race and he blew away this big field to win by a massive margin from Cathal Dennehy Emerald with Paul Walsh Ennis Track Club powering his way over the final lap to come home a very good third with Rory Chesser Ennis Track Club 5th followed home by David Quinn Ennis Track Club in 6th with Kieran Cunningham St. Cronans 7th Matthew Solan Tulla 12th and 15th and the sixth Clare athlete Owen Mc Carthy Ennis Track Club and Clare taking the Gold Medals on (48pts) just two points ahead of Cork on (50pts) with Ennis Track Club taking the Club award on (29pts) ahead of Glenbower and Togher.

The Novice men over 6000metres no joy for the Clare athletes with Neil Cusack Limerick winning the Novice men’s title and the best of the Clare athletes was Ronan Pyne Marian in 16th position with Mike Solan Tulla 17th with the Cork man Mark Hanrahan Leevale retaining his title in the U/23mens race.

The last race of the afternoon was the Novice and U/23 ladies over 3000metres and that was when the rain started to fall but the Clare girls settled in well over the two laps and Ciara Hassett Marian was always travelling along side the early leaders Maria Halley Ferrybank, Ann Donnelly St Finbarrs, and Catherine Kiely Gneeveguilla with Marion O’Loughlin Ennis Track Club, Elaine Fitzpatrick St. Cronans, Martha Barry Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare and Mary Loughnane St Cronans packing well for the Clare team as they made their way out for the final lap.

Marie Halley who up the tempo over the final 1000metres came home in fine style to capture the Munster Novice ladies title ahead of Ann Donnelly and Catherine Kiely with Ciara Hassett running a fine race to finish 8th overall and lead Clare to bronze medals with 15th Marion O’Loughlin, 22nd Elaine Fitzpatrick, and 25th Martha Barry for a total of (70pts) with the gold going to Cork on (25pts) and silver to Waterford on (37pts).

Results

Girls U/9

3. Leanna Kelsey St Cronans 

7. Rachel Clancy St Johns

10. Aine O’Looney Kilmihil

12.        Maria Flanagan Ennis Track

Inter County

1. Clare (3. Leanna Kelsey, 7. Rachel Clancy, 10. Aine O’Looney, 12. Maria Flanagan,

 16. Laura Chesser, 22. Ailbhe Hogan ) = 70pts.

Inter Club.

1. Ennis Track Club (12. Maria Flanagan, 16. Laura Chesser, 22. Ailbhe Hogan, 

52. Aimee Hayes) = 102pts.

2. West Muskerry = 135pts.

3. St Johns (7. Rachel Clancy, 31. Kayla Crowley, 46. Rose Marrinan, 

56. Elaine Greene ) = 140pts.

Girls U/11:

2. Orlagh Flanagan Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

3. Karla O’Reilly Ennis Track Club

4. Niamh Markham St. Marys

1. Laura Egan Kilmihil

11. Jean Clancy St. Johns

Inter County:

1. Clare (2. Orlagh Flanagan, 3. Karla O’Reilly, 4. Niamh Markham, 7. Laura Egan, 

11. Jean Clancy, 16. Collette Keniry) = 43 pts.

Inter Club:

1. St. Johns (11. Jean Clancy, 16. Collette Keniry, 17. Niamh Clancy, 

20. Shauna Harvey) = 64 pts.   

Girls U/13:

2. Harriet Flynn Shannon

3. Aishling Darcy Ennis Track Club

9.
Katie Cahill St Cronans

Inter County:

2. Clare (2.  Harriet Flynn, 3. Aishling Darcy, 9. Katie Cahill, 15. Ciara Reidy,

 32. Louise Griffin, 34. Lisa O’Connor) = 95 pts. 
 

Girls U/15:

4. Cathriona Hennessy Marian,

9.            Louise Woods St. Cronans

11.           Sarah Nugent St. Cronans

Inter County:

2.
Clare (4. Cathriona Hennessy, 9. Louise Woods, 11. Sarah Nugent,

 15. Lisa Loughnane, 23. Sinead Moloney,  26. Fawn Guilfoyle) = 88 pts.

Inter Clubs:

2.
St. Cronans (9. Louise Woods, 11. Sarah Nugent, 15. Lisa Loughnane, 

39. Orla Scanlon) = 88 pts.

Girls U/17

10. Claire Madigan St Johns

Inter County.

3. Clare (10. Claire Madigan, 14. Ciara Cleary, 29. Aine Pyne, 30. Emma Haugh, 36. Lisa Marrinan, 38. Edel Fitzpatrick) = 157pts.

Inter Club.

3.
St. Marys (14. Ciara Cleary, 36. Lisa Marrinan, 38. Edel Fitzpatrick, 

39. Eimear Greene) = 127pts.

Girls U/19

3.
Ellen Solan St. Cronans

Inter County.

2. Clare (3. Ellen Solan, 11. Amanda Perill, 17. Sarah Daly, 18. Dympna O’Dwyer.,19. Caroline Marrinan, 24. Tara Rynne) = 92pts.

Inter Club.

2.
Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare  (18. Dympna O’Dwyer, 24. Tara Rynne,

 26. Teresa Sexton) = 68pts.

Novice Ladies .

1. Marie Halley Ferrybank

2. Ann Donnelly St. Finbarry

3. Catherine Kiely Gneeveguilla

8. Ciara Hassett Marian

Inter County

1. Cork = 25pts.

2. Waterford = 37pts.

3. Clare (8. Ciara Hassett, 15. Marion O’Loughlin, 22. Elaine Fitzpatrick, 25. Martha Barry) = 70pts.

Boys U/9

1. Michael Clancy St. Johns

5.
Padraig Malone Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

6. Conor Grogan St. Cronans

7. Paraic McNamara Marian

10.
Pierse Lillis Kilmihil

Inter County:

1. Clare (1. Michael Clancy, 5. Padraig Malone, 6. Conor Grogan, 7. Paraic McNamara, 10. Pierse Lillis, 17. Cillian Bourke) = 46 pts.

Inter Club:

3.
Marian  (7. Paraic McNamara, 24. Tiernan McDermott, 31. Cian Wright, 

40. Ronan Barry) = 102 pts.

Boys U/11:

1. Tadgh Lillis Kilmihil

3.            Conor Madigan St. Johns 

7.            Sean Keane St. Cronans

8. Lee Quirke Ennis Track Club

10.         Caomhin Donnellan Kilmihil

11.         Ryan Taylor St. Cronans

Inter County:

1. Clare (1. Tadgh Lillis, 3. Conor Madigan, 7. Sean Keane, 8. Lee Quirke, 10. Caomhin Donnellan, 11. Ryan Taylor) = 40 pts.

Inter Club

1. St. Cronans (7. Sean Keane, 11. Ryan Taylor, 13. David O’Brien, 

14. David Conroy) = 45 pts.

2. Ennis Track Club (8. Lee Quirke, 18. Michael Moloney, 24. Pat Chesser, 28. Dylan Quirke) = 78 pts. 

Boys U/13:

1. Damien Burke Kilmihil

7. Aidan Kearney Ennis Track Club

8.            Darragh Lynch Ennis Track Club

9. Conor Cleary Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare

Inter County:

1. Clare (1. Damien Burke, 7, Aidan Kearney, 8. Darragh Lynch, 9 Conor Cleary, 14. Eoin Enright, 16. William Flynn) = 55 pts.

Inter Club:

1. Ennis Track Club (7. Aidan Kearney, 8. Darragh Lynch, 20. Eamon Chesser,

 34. Mark O’Reilly) = 69 pts. 

Boys U/15:

7. Seamus Lynch Kilmurry Ibk./Nth Clare

9.
Liam Markham St. Marys

11.
Damien Landers St. Cronans 

Inter County:

2. Clare (7. Seamus Lynch, 9. Liam Markham, 11. Damien Landers, 17. Paul Flanagan, 19. Darragh Chesser, 25. Donal Madigan) = 88 pts.

Inter Club:

2.
Ennis Track Club (17. Paul Flanagan, 19. Darragh Chesser, 27. Colm Daly, 

34. Declan Keane) = 97 pts.

Boys U/17

9.
Padraig Landers St. Cronans

12.        Donal Howley Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

Inter County.

2.
Clare (9. Padraig Landers, 12. Donal Howley, 16. Andrew Murphy, 17. Brian Egan, 

18. Alan Leamy, 22. Brian Corry) = 94pts.

Boys U/19

3. Paul Walsh Ennis Track 

5.
Rory Chesser Ennis Track

6.
David Quinn Ennis Track

7. Kieran Cunningham St. Cronans

12.
Matthew Solan Tulla

Inter County.

1. Clare (3. Paul Walsh, 5. Rory Chesser, 6. David Quinn, 7. Kieran Cunningham, 12. Matthew Solan, 15. Eoin Mc Carthy) = 48pts.

Inter Club.

1. Ennis Track (3, 5, 6, 15) = 29pts.

Novice Men

1. Niall Cusack Limerick

2. Cian Murphy Iveragh

3. Sean Mc Grath East Cork

16.         Ronan Pyne Marian

17.         Mike Solan Tulla

24. James Liddane Tulla

40 Brian Murphy Marian

42.        Tom Mackey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

44.        Terry Hennessy St. Cronans

58.        Enda Malone Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

Inter County.

1. Cork = 53pts

2. Kerry = 81pts.

3. Limerick = 101pts

6.
Clare = 183pts.

Inter Club.

1. Limerick = 48pts.

2. East Cork = 51pts.

3. Riocht = 67pts.
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