Gerry Ryan and Veronica Colleran are the masters at Quilty

The 35th Anniversary of  the Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare Athletic Club and the Michael Egan Memorial 4 mile road race and 4 mile fun walk attracted once again a very big turnout of athletes from all over Ireland and also some overseas along a big number of walkers to the Sea Side Village of Quilty and the ideal weather conditions athletes produced outstanding performances with Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers a very impressive winner over Seamus Power Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare with a time of (19mins . 24secs) with the Munster Road Champion Dermot Galvin third with Tulla taking the Team Title ahead of Marian A.C. and Galway City Harriers Veronica Colleran Ennis Track Club recording a big win in the senior ladies with a very fast time of (23mins . 51secs) over Fionnuala Keane Loughrea and third Tracy Guilfoyle Kilnaboy with Ennis Track Club retaining their team title ahead of the host Club Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare.

Mike Solan Tulla winning the Masters Men’s O/40 with Eugene Moynihan Marian taking the O/45 and Owen Mongan Mayo the master O/50 title with Martin Mc Evilly Galway City Harriers O/55’s retaining his title.

Matthew Solan Tulla running in a what was a very competitive Junior men’s race recording a big win ahead of John Peppard Marian and a close third was Kevin Egan St. Johns with Ellan Solan St. Cronans a truly outstanding athlete winning the Junior ladies title with a big surprise Catherine Shannon Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare second and a very big performance from Siobhan Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare finishing third

Marion O’Loughlin Ennis Track Club taking the Masters Ladies O/35 with Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare winning the masters ladies O/40’s and finishing well ahead of Ita Doherty Ennis Track Club and in the masters ladies O/45’s Maura Falsey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare running fast with age and she had twenty five seconds to spare over the second and third athletes Bernie Kelly and Hannah Kelly both Galway City Harriers with the masters O/50’s title going to Carmel McDomhnaill West Limerick.

The beautiful weather conditions at the seaside village of Quilty on Sunday last attracted a hugh turnout of athletes from all parts of Ireland, Mayo, Galway, Limerick, Meath, Cork, Kerry, and all Clare Clubs along with overseas athletes and with over thirty walkers and many family members enjoying the 4 mile scenic route and the road race over 100 competitors went to the start and over the first mile Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers was taking the field along at a very good pace with Dermot Galvin St. Johns right on his shoulder along with title holder Seamus Power Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare tucked in behind the leaders as they went through the mile mark in (4mins . 48secs).

Seamus Power made his way to the front with Gerry Ryan along side him and they began to pull away from Dermot Galvin with James Mc Intyre Tulla and James Horman Liverpool Harriers leading the next chasing group along with Ian Egan Galway City Harriers, Derek Croal Bohermeen Co. Meath, and Ruaidhri Geraghty Galway City Harriers.

The two big guns were now out in front and Gerry Ryan was always looking to make a big move and as he made his way towards the two mile mark he began to gain a few metres on the Power machine and he went through the two mile mark in (9mins . 48secs) Seamus Power and Dermot Galvin making their way towards the crosses of Annagh it was looking good for the Galway man as he was moving further and further away with every stride from the two Clare boys and he produced another five minute mile and going through the three mile mark in (14mins . 44secs) and his final mile and facing that slight head wind he was in total control and he crossed the finishing line to take his first ever title in Quilty with a time of (19mins . 24secs) with a man off form Seamus Power second in (20mins . 10secs) and a very good third was Dermot Galvin in (20mins . 33secs) fourth was James Mc Intyre fifth was the first overseas athlete James Horman and sixth Ian Egan with Tulla A.C. taking the Team Title with 4th James Mc Intyre, 8th Matthew Solan, 10th Mike Solan, and 28th Thomas Walsh with a total of (50pts) second Marian on (55pts) third were Galway City Harriers “A” on (55pts) fourth Galway City Harriers “B” on (62pts) and fifth Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare on (78pts).

The Munster Master O/40 Champion Mike Solan Tulla recorded another big win in (21mins . 51secs) just four seconds ahead of Pat Sherry Galway City Harriers and third Martin Corcoran Loughrea with no surprise in the O/45’s once again Eugene Moynihan Marian who is having one mighty season and winning comfortable in (21mins . 45secs) a full two minutes ahead of Tom Mackey and Michael Harvey both Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare.

Owen Mongan Mayo taking the O/50 title ahead of Tommy Madden Marian and Denis Meaney St. Marys with the O/55’s title going to Martin Mc Evilly Galway City Harriers and a very good second was Tom Hunt Mayo.

The Ladies race is always very competitive with Veronica Colleran Ennis Track Club, Fionnuala Keane, Loughrea, Tracy Guilfoyle Kilnaboy setting the early pace with Josephine Macken-Gardiner winner of this race in 2003 moving along nicely as they made their way towards the mile mark and in the second group Loretta Duggan St. Marys was working hard along with local athlete Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare, Siobhan Lennon, Patricia O’Brien both  Ennis Track Club. 

At the two mile mark Veronica Colleran had made a very decisive break and had the rest of the field well strung out with Fionnuala Keane and Tracy Guilfoyle working hard to stay in touch as they now approached the third mile mark and Josephine Macken-Gardiner was drifting off the leaders on the slight uphill stretch with Sue Garrahy coming through the big field and the leading master O/40 looking good to make up many more places before the final run for home.

Veronica Colleran a previous winner put in a storming last mile to cross the finishing line with a very good time of (23mins . 51secs) with Fionualla Keane Loughrea creating a bit of history in Quilty as Kilmurry Ibrickane were celebrating 35 years of history with the road race she also finished 35th overall in the race with a time of (24mins . 14secs) and third was Tracy Guilfoyle in (25mins . 10secs) and another previous winner Josephine Gardiner finishing 4th with the first local athlete Sue Garrahy 5th and taking the masters ladies O/40’s Title.

Ennis Track Club team packed well to take the team title for the second year in a row with 1st Veronica Colleran, 8th Siobhan Lennon, 9th Marion O’Loughlin and 10th Patricia O’Brien for a total of (28pts) with Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare second on (55pts).

Results:

Senior Ladies:

1. Veronica Colleran Ennis Track Club (23:51)

2. Fionnuala Keane Loughrea (24:14)

3. Tracy Guilfoyle Kilnaboy (25:10)

4. Josephine Gardiner Mayo (25:37)

5. Loretto Duggan St Marys (26:10)

6. Siobhan Lennon Ennis Track Club (26:32)

7. Patricia O’Brien Ennis Track Club (28:50)

8. Lorna Gilmartin Ind. (31:27)

9. Cathy Naylor Ind. (31:54)

10. Michelle Glasheen Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (32:30)

11. Nicole Kennedy unattached (33:34)

12. Edel Ryan Ind. (33:41)

Teams:

1. Ennis Track Club (1. Veronica Colleran 8 Siobhan Lennon 9 Marion O’Loughlin 10 Patricia O’Brien) = 28 pts.

2. Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (5 Sue Garrahy 13 Maura Falsey 28 Catherine Shannon 19 Siobhan Garrahy) = 55 pts.

Master Ladies O/35:

1. Marian O’Loughlin Ennis Track Club (27:54)

Master Ladies O/40:

1. Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (26:01)

2. Ita Doherty Ennis Track Club (29:24)

Master Ladies O/45:

1. Maura Falsey Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (29:35)

2. Berni Kelly Galway City Hrs. (29:59)

3. Hannah Kelly Galway City Hrs. (31:50)

Master Ladies O/50:

1. Carmel McDomhnaill West Limerick (29:26)

2. Mary Cronin Limerick A.C. (36:04)

Junior Ladies:

1. Ellen Solan St. Cronan (26:25)

2. Catherine Shannon Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (31:56)

3. Siobhan Garrahy Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (32:08)

4. Noreen Mackey Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (33:37)

Senior Men:

1. Gerry Ryan Galway City Hrs. (19:24)

2. Seamus Power Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (20:10)

3. Dermot Galvin St Johns (20:33)

4. James McIntyre Tulla (21:05)

5. James Horman Liverpool Harriers (21:28)

6. Ian Egan Galway City Harries (21:33)

7. Derek Croal Bohermeen (21:47)

8. Ruaidhri Geraghty Galway City Hrs. (21:54)

9. Danny Carr Galway City Hrs. (22:09)

10. Brian Murphy Marian (22:11)

11. John Gill Bohermeen (22:22)

12. Brian Spring Marian (22:26)

Teams:

1. Tulla (4 James McIntyre 8 Matthew Solan 10 Mick Solan 28 Thomas Walshe)= 50 pts.

2. Marian (7 Eugene Moynihan 14 John Peppard 16 B. Murphy 18 Brian Spring) = 55 pts.

3. Galway City Hrs A (1 G. Ryan 12 Pat Sherry 15 D. Carr 27 Martin McEvilly) = 55 pts.

4. Galway City Hrs B (6 Ian Egan, 11 Ruaidhri Geraghty 22 Eamon Hornibrook 23 John O’Brien) = 62 pts.

5. Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (2 Seamus Power 21 Eoin O Colgain 26 Tom Mackey

 29 Michael Harvey) = 78 pts.

Masters Men O/40:

1. Mick Solan Tulla (21:51)

2. Pat Sherry Galway City Hrs. (21:56)

3. Martin Corcoran Loughrea (22:02)

4. Dominick Regan Mayo (22:28)

5. T J Whyte Tuam (23:07)

6. Thomas Walsh Tulla (23:19)

Master Men O/45:

1. Eugene Moynihan Marian (21:45)

2. Tom Mackey Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (23:10)

3. Michael Harvey Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (23:24)

4. James Kenny Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (24:03)

5. Malachy McCarthy West Limerick (25:56)

6. Gerry Broderick Loughrea Loughrea (27:20)

Masters Men O/50:

1. Eoin Mongan Mayo (25:04

2. Tommy Madden  Marian (25:08)

3. Denis Meaney St Marys (25:16)

4. Martin O’Donnell Clare River Harriers (25:29)

5. Dermot Moran St. Marys (27:13)

6. Brendan Cusack Kilmurry Ibk/Nth Clare (27:31)

Masters Men O/55:

1. Martin McEvilly Galway City Hrs (23:12)

2. Tom Hunt Mayo (24:59)

3. Bernard Collins Limerick (25:39)

4. T.J. Beatty Loughrea (26:03)

Masters Men O/60:

1. Kuwan Wolf Gang Germany (36:04)

Junior Men:

1. Matthew Solan Tulla (21:46)

2. John Peppard Marian (22:05)

3. Kevin Egan St. Johns (22:29)

4. Jason Broderick Loughrea (23:08)

