A big Clare contingent in 
Loughrea Road Race

The 2005 Loughrea 5 mile road race held in beautiful weather conditions and ideal  for fast running Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers was much too strong for Neil Cusack Limerick and Pat Byrne Tinryland Co. Carlow when he lead from start to finish and he also made history where he became the first Galway athlete ever to take the Loughrea Road Race and Rosemary Ryan Bilboa A.C. powered her way around the streets of Loughrea to take this title from Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers who was going for three in a row with Annette Kealy Raheny Shamrocks third and a marvellous performance by two Clare athletes with Veronica Colleran Ennis Track Club 6th and Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 13th .

The Masters O/40’s Michael Solan Tulla finishing 28th overall and taking second place with James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare 30th overall and he also captured the second place finish in the masters O/45’s.

The 1500 metres U/15 fun run attracted over 300 children and two Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare athletes performed very well with Siobhan Garrahy coming home in 5th place in the girls race and Oisin Kenny well inside the top twenty in the U/15 boys. 

The course was slightly altered before the start due to road works and the first 1500metres lap through the town of Loughrea Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers took this race out at a very fast pace and he had the big field of 600 competitors in almost single file, Pat Byrne Tinryland was giving chase along with Neil Cusack Limerick, Garry Thornton, Galway City Harriers, Cian Murphy Iveragh and Dave Byrne, Liffey Valley, with a number Clare athletes settling in well Jason Fahy Olympic Harriers, James Liddane, Mike Solan Tulla, James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare all these athletes were in the top thirty as they made their way out on the main course.

With a large number of spectators lining the streets of Loughrea the Galway man Gerry Ryan had great support and was starting to open a big gap on the chasing pack and going to the three mile mark Neil Cusack had now moved in to second place and was closing the gap slightly as they made their way back into Loughrea and going into the final mile Gerry Ryan who dominated from the start crossed the finishing line in (24mins . 23secs) and is the first Galway man ever to take this Loughrea title with Neil Cusack always chasing the leader was a very good second in (24mins . 38secs) with Pat Byrne third in (25mins . 12secs) with Jason Fahy Olympic Harriers the first Clare athlete in 17th position (27mins . 36secs).  

The Masters men O/40’s went to local athlete Martin Corcoran Loughrea in (28mins . 06secs) with Michael Solan Tulla A.C. running a fine race when finishing 28th and taking second place in (28mins . 38secs) with Danny Carr Galway City Harriers third and the O/45’s went to Billy Gallagher Roscommon in (28mins . 29secs) with James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare putting the finishing touches before the Dublin City Marathon finished 30th overall in (28mins . 58secs) and take the runner up spot with third place going to Ronald Naylor Mayo.

The ladies race attracted some of the top Irish International athletes Annette Kealy Raheny Shamrocks, Rosemary Ryan Bilboa, the master of the roads of the past number of weeks Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers and these three were fast to break away from the big field with Lucy Brennan Sligo winner of the Longford Marathon last August, Siobhan Doherty Borrisokane, and Clare athlete Veronica  Colleran Ennis Track Club all running in the top six over the first mile and down the field Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare, was working here way through the big field along with Loretta Duggan St Marys who was feeling the effects from a rather late night where she celebrated the Golden Jubilee 50th Anniversary of St. Marys Athletic Club.

Rosemary Ryan went about her business as early as the second mile when she pulled away and opened up almost 100metres of a lead going towards the three mile mark she was always in control when she made her way down through the streets of Loughrea and crossed the finishing line in (27 mins 35 secs) with last years title holder Pauline Curley well beaten in 

(28mins 07secs) with Annette Kealy Raheny Shamrocks third in (28mins . 23secs) Lucy Brennan 4th Siobhan Doherty 5th and Veronica Colleran a very good 6th in (30mins . 02secs) with Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare running very a steady race to finish 13th in (34mins . 09secs) and Loretta Duggan St Marys 31st in (37mins . 21secs).

Results

Ladies

1. Rosemary Ryan Bilboa (27 : 35)

2. Pauline Curley Tullamore Harriers (28 : 07)

3. Annette Kealy Raheny Shamrocks (28 : 23)

4. Lucy Brennan Sligo (29 : 15)

5. Siobhan Doherty Borrisokane (29 : 43)

6. Veronica Colleran Ennis Track Club (30 : 02)

7. Regina Casey Galway City Harriers (30 : 08)

8. Breege Blehin-McHale Mayo (30 : 41)

9. Angela O’Connor Mayo (31 : 52)

10. Josephine Gardiner Mayo (32 : 16)

11. Pauline Lambe Tullamore Harriers (32 : 37)

12. Maura Dervin Mullingar Harriers (33 : 08)

13. Sue Garrahy Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (34 : 09)

14. Maureen Kenneally Kilkenny City Harriers (34 : 10)

15. Philomena Gallagher Tir Chonnaill (34 : 31)

31. Loretta Duggan St Marys

45. Maura Falsey Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

Hillary Cunningham Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare

Sile O’Loughlin Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare  

 Senior Men

1. Gerry Ryan Galway City Harriers (24 : 23)

2. Neil Cusack Limerick (24 : 38)

3. Pat Byrne Tinryland (25 : 12)

4. Garry Thornton Galway City Harriers (25 : 46)

5. Cian Murphy Iveragh (25 : 51)

6. Dave Byrne Liffey Valley (25 : 52)

7. Cormac Troy Tullamore Harriers (25 : 52)

8. Eoin Brady Raheny Shamrocks (26 : 01)

9. John Byrne Mayo (26 : 07)

10. Garry Higgins Sligo 26 : 17)

17.
Jason Fahy Olympic Harriers (27 : 36)

27. James Liddane Tulla (28 : 31)

89. Ger Meehan Tulla (33 : 49)

97. Joe Shannon Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (34 : 08)

118. Dermot Moran St. Marys (35 : 05)

187. Oliver Gallagher Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (37 : 58)

Masters Men O/40

1. Martin Corcoran Loughrea (28 : 06)

2. Mike Solan Tulla (28 : 38)

3. Danny Carr Galway City Harriers (29 : 06)

O/45

1. Billy Gallagher Roscommon (28 : 29)

2. James Kenny Kilmurry Ibrickane/North Clare (28 : 58)

3. Ronald Naylor Mayo (29 : 38)

